
871

put on the effects said to be produced on severed heads by
other experimenters must certainly be considered erroneous.

THE MICROBES OF CHOLERA DEJECTIONS.

Dr. Bochefontaine is persevering in his efforts to prove
the innocuousness of the microbes cultivated in the diarrhoea
of cholera patients, whether they be introduced into the
system by the stomach or by hypodermic injection. He
cultivated the microbes of the diarrhoeal liquid in peptonised
gelatine, with which he performed a series of experiments.
At four different times he swallowed a quantity of this
gelatine, containing bacilli of the second and third cultures,
without feeling in the least any abnormal phenomena. In
the next place, he injected hypodermically into guinea-pigs,
and then into himself, a mixture composed of equal parts of
water and of cultivated gelatine. These different experi-
ments would, according to the author, show that the
ingestion of the cultures of cholera microbes may not
produce any morbid symptom in man; they prove that
the hypodermic injection of these cultures in man and in
animals may, if they are injected in comparatively large
doses, produce inflammatory phenomena of a more or less
grave character. If, on the contrary, the proportion of the
microbic culture is weak, the injection produces no effect
whatever. If we compare the results of these experiments,
in which were employed microbic cultures, with those that
were furnished by ingestion by the stomach and by the
hypodermic injections of diarrhoeal liquid, which formed the
subject of a previous communication made by Dr. Boche-
fontaine (see my letter in THE LANCET of Nov. 22nd last),
we are led to believe that the physiological troubles pro-
duced by this liquid are due to the action of a special
substance, and not to the development of the microbic germs
which it contains. These experiments further show that
the blood of man and of animals in a normal state possesses
the property of destroying the microbes of the diarrhoeal
liquid of cholera patients cultivated in peptonised gelatine.

Paris, May 5th.

SHIRLEY MURPHY TESTIMONIAL.

The Executive Committee of the Shirley Murphy Testi-
monial Fund have, since Mr. Murphy’s return to England,
had the opportunity of ascertaining his wishes with regard
to the movement which had been inaugurated during his
absence, and in deference to his desire, they do not intend
to proceed further with the presentation of a testimonial.
The course which will be adopted in the disposal of the fund
must necessarily be in the hands of the subscribers, who, we
understand, will be immediately consulted. The Commit-
tee, however, propose to forward to Mr. Murphy an address
as previously stated. 

__

THE SERVICES.

THE RUMOURED EMPLOYMENT ON ACTIVE SERVICE OF
CIVIL SURGEONS.

We are authorised to state that the rumour to which we
referred in our last issue as to arrangements having been
made for the employment on active service of civil surgeons
at .S3 per day is incorrect. No such posts are being made,
or are in contemplation on the terms stated.
INDIA OFFICE.-The Queen has approved of the transfer

to the half-pay list of Surgeon George Augustus Cones, of
the Bengal Medical Establishment.

ADMIRALTY.&mdash;Staff Surgeon Michael Upington Greany,
M.D., has been placed on the retired list of his rank.
The following appointments have been made:-Staff

Surgeon Robert Grant, to the Pembroke; Staff Surgeon
Robert W. Biddulph, to the Orontes; Staff Surgeon
Richard V. M’Carthy, to the Rupert; Staff Surgeon Cecil
Drake, to the Duncan; Staff Surgeon George Curtis, to the
Devastation; Staff Surgeon Nicholas T. Connolly, to the
Ajax; Staff Surgeon Mark A. Harte, to the Hotspur; Staff
Surgeon William B. Fletcher, to the -Repulse; Surgeon
Frederick J. Lilly, to the Devastation; Surgeon George F.
Dean, to the Hotspur; Surgeon George Welch, to the Ajax.
YEOMANRY CAVALRY.&mdash;Suffolk: Surgeon Robert Macnab,

M.D., resigns his commission.
ARTILLERY VOLUNTEERS.&mdash;1st Worcester: Surgeon Geo.

Wyndham Crowe, M.D., resigns his commission; Acting
Surgeon Robert William Edginton, M.D., to be Surgeon.
RIFLE VOLUNTEERS.&mdash;2nd Cheshire (Earl of Chester’s):

Henry William King, Gent., M.D., to be Acting Surgeon.-
10th Lanarkshire (Glasgow Highland) : Donald Campbell
Black, Gent., M.D., to be Acting Surgeon.&mdash;1st Volunteer
Battalion, the Worcestershire Regiment: Arthur Robert
Waddell, Gent., M.D., to be Acting Surgeon.

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.

Cremation.
IN the House of Lords, on the 5th inst., the Earl of

Dalhousie, m reply to the Earl of Onslow, stated that the
Government did not consider it any part of their duty to
encourage or to discourage the practice of cremation. The
Government possessed no power at present to act in the
matter.

Medical Act (1885) Amendment Bill.
In the House of Commons, on the 30th ult., Dr. Lyons

moved the second reading of the Medical Act (1858) Amend-
ment Bill. On the motion of Mr. T. P. O’Connor the debate
was adjourned.
! Burgh Police and Health (Scotland) Bill.

On the Ist inst. the following were named to act on the
Select Committee on this Bill :-The Earl of Mar and Kellie,
the Earl of Minto, Lord Balfour of Burleigh, the Duke of
Argyll, the Marquis of Lothian, the Earl of Dalhousie, and
the Marquis of Tweeddale.

Small-pox at West Ham.
Mr. G. Russell, in reply to Mr. Hopwood, said that there

had been a severe epidemic of small-fox in the West Ham
sub-district, and the returns for the last three years showed
that the number of children unaccounted for, as regards
vaccination, had been greater than in other districts in the
neighbourhood of the metropolis. There had been insuffi-
cient hospital accommodation in the district; but, apart
from that, he was not aware that defects in sanitary pre-
cautions had been the cause of the disease and mortality.

The Volunteer Medical Staff Corps.
On the 4th inst. the Marquis of Hartington, replying to

Sir S. Northcote, said that an application had been received
by the War Office from the officers of the Edinburgh Univer-
sity Volunteer Medical Staff Corps, asking that the corps
might be included in the new Volunteer Medical Staff Corps.
The Volunteer Medical Staff Corps was in some sense an
experiment, and although it was hoped to extend the scheme,
it was not considered desirable that there should be more
than one corps at present.

Vaccination.
Mr. G. W. Russell, in reply to Mr. Hopwood, stated that at

the Sheffield Hospital in 1882 the medical officer and a ward-
servant who had both been revaccinated had attacks of
small-pox so mild that scarcely any rash appeared. The
cook, who had not been revaccinated, but who had pre-
viously had small-pox, had an attack in a modified form.
The only severe case in the hospital at the time was that of
a patient who had never been vaccinated; this patient died.
A nurse who had not been revaccinated had an attack of a
qualified nature, and the only severe case was that in which
the patient had not been vaccinated and died. In reply to
an inquiry by Mr. Hopwood as to whether he had com-municated to the authors of the " Facts concerning Vacci-
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nation," published with the sanction of the Local Government
Board, his view of the unguarded nature of the statement
that no hospital nurse had been attacked with small-pox
after revaccination, Mr. Russell replied that the National
Health Society had been informed of the reply which was
given on the subject on the 31st of March last. 

-

Sewage Works at Tottenham.
On the 5th inst., Mr. Russell stated, in answer to a question

by Mr. J. Stuart, that the Local Government Board have
sanctioned a loan of .613,000 for works in connexion with the
sewage outfall of the Tottenham district, with a view to the
purification of the sewage before it is discharged into the Lea.

Small-pox Hospitals.
In the House of Commons on Thursday, Mr. Russell, in

reply to Sir Lyon Playfair, who asked whether in the case
of oicers and servants for the service of the Metropolitan
Asylums Board hospitals a proper interval was always
allowed to elapse between their revaccination and their
entering on their duties, and whether it was the fact that
certain officers or servants at the Fulham Small-pox Hospital
had entered on their duties without revaccination, said that
inquiry had been made, and it was found that in the
case of the North-Western, South-Eastern, and South-
Western Hospitals an interval is allowed to elapse
between the revaccination of the officers and servants
and their entering on their duties. In the first-men-
tioned hospital the interval is stated to be forty-eight or
seventy-two hours. As regards the Eastern Hospital, it has
been the custom to revaccinate the officers and servants on
the day of arrival at the hospital or the day following. At
the hospital ships no interval elapses between the revacci-
nation and exposure to small-pox infection. At the Western
or Fulham Hospital the officers and servants are usually
revaccinated on the day of their entering on their duties.
There have, however, since May, 1884, been two instances in
which the revaccination was not performed until some days
after the assistants had commenced discharging their duties,
and this was in consequence of an omission to report the
cases to the medical superintendent.

The Health of the Troops on the Nile.
Lord Hartington, in answer to questions by Viscount

Lewisham and Colonel Dawnay, said he telegraphed to Sir
Redvers Buller an inquiry with reference to statements
which had appeared in the Standard, and received a reply
that the hutting was not finished at Debbeh, Merawi, and
Kurot, but would be this week. The troops had had day
shelter for more than three weeks. The percentage of sick
was 7’1 per 100; the health of the troops was not very
good, but it was not materially worse than at the time
of the last report, on April 15th.

Obituary
EDWARD T. TIBBITS, M.D. LOND.

AT Bradford, Yorkshire, on April 14th, at the age of

forty-five years, Dr. Tibbits fell a victim to acute pneumonia.
Worn out by an anxious attendance upon his eldest

daughter, through an attack of the same disease, he became
an easy prey himself. After ten years of anxiety-which those
alone can appreciate who have struggled and waited for the
slow growth of consulting practice,-the subject of our

notice was called away just as the sky looked brighter, and
as the fruits of patient labour appeared almost to be within
his reach. In him the town of Bradford, and especially the
medical charities, have sustained a grievous loss, which it
will be difficult to make good.

Dr. Tibbits was educated at Repton School, and at

University College, London. As a student, he held the posts
of physician’s assistant to Sir William Jenner and ophthalmic
assistant to Mr. Wharton Jones at University College
Hospital, clinical assistant at the Brompton Consumption
Hospital, and house-surgeon to the Coventry and Warwick-
shire Infirmary. He gained the exhibition and gold medal
in Chemistry in 1860 at the 1st M.B. Examination of the
University of London, and passed his M.D. in 1869. Ten
years ago he relinquished general practice at Rugeley in

Staffordshire, chiefly on account of health, and was elected
physician to the Bradford Infirmary, and a little later to
the Fever Hospital and to the Institution for the Blind.
These institutions he served faithfully to the time of his
fatal illness. In 1879 and 1880 he was president of the
Bradford Medico-Chirurgical Society, and always took a
lively interest in its proceedings.

Naturally unpretentious and modest, yet somewhat.
impulsive and obstinate in nature, and possessing at all
times the courage of his opinions, it was no easy matter to
turn him aside, or to prevent him from carrying out any
measure which he believed to be right. Cultured and
refined as he was, he gathered round him a large circle of
friends, who deeply regret their loss.
He was twice married, and has left behind him a widow

and nine children, who, from no fault of his, are almost
absolutely without provision for the future.
During his later years Dr. Tibbits held very decided views

on the germ theory of disease, and on the bacillar hypothesis.
of woolsorters’ disease in particular. He was a frequent
contributor to the pages of THE LANCET, and notably a
paper on the "Modern Theory of the Action of Digitalis"
(THE LANCET, 1881). In religion he was a staunch Churchman
and in politics a Liberal Conservative. Dr. Tibbits was
buried at Clayton Church on April 17th, when large numbers
of his fellow-townsmen attended to pay tribute to his
memory. 

_____________

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON.-The

following gentlemen were admitted Members of the College
on the 30th ult. :-

Ball, James Barry, M.D. Lond., Belgrave-road.
Batten, Rayner Winterbotham, M.D. Lond., Gloucester.
Davies, Arthur Temple, M.B. Camb., Finsbury-square.
Gamgee, Arthur, M.D. Edin., Manchester.
Griffiths, Herbert Tyrrell, M.D. Camb., Brook-street.
Martin, Sydney Harris Cox, M.D. Lond., Gower-street.
Fhillips, John, M.B. Camb., Harley-street.
Rockwood, William Gabriel, M.D. Madras, Colombo, Ceylon.
Stewart, Edward, M.D.Brussels, Harley-street.

On the same day the following were admitted Licentiates:-
Anderson, James, M.D. Toronto, Portland-road, Dublin.
Armstrong, Hugh, Chalcot-crescent.
Barber, Halford Vaughan, Sandmere-road.
Barendt, Frank Hugh, Hampstead-road, Elm-park, Liverpool.
Basset, Walter, Knowle-road, Bristol.
Berkley, Ernest James Gibson, Camberwell-road.
Bird, Henry, Vicarage Villas, Neasdon.
Blight, John Henry, Chobham-road.
Booth, William Henry, Plymouth.
Bown, John Quinton, St. Mary’s Hospital,
Browne, Harold Elliott, University-street.
Caley, Guthrie Neville, Clarence Villas, Windsor.
Childe, Charles Plumley, Bexhill, Hastings.
Clarke, Fincastle George Barlow, Fordwych-road.
Clift, Samuel Leonard, Tressilian-crescent.
Coleman, William Edward, Albert-street.
Cooper, Charles Bolingbroke, Gambier-terrace, Liverpool.
Creasy, Rolf, Guy’s Hospital.
Emmett, Richard, St. George’s Hospital.
Fowler, Charles Owen, London Fever Hospital.
Freeland, Ernest Harding, Middlesex Hospital.
Gentles, Thomas Lawrie, Derby.Green, Charles Robert Mortimer, Rotherhithe New-road.

. Growse, William, Bethlem Hospital.
Harcourt, Vincent Ximenes, Duncan-terrace.
Howard, Herbert, Trinity-square.
Hugill, George Frederick, Rosedale, Chislehurst.
Jackson, Herbert Francis, Talbot-road.
Jackson, Percy Vaughan, Portsdown-road.
Jessop, Edward, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital.
Kershaw, James Edward, Brompton-square.
Kidd, Hugh Cameron, Leamington-road Villas.
Lamb, Hugh, St. Thomas’s Terrace.
Lee, William John, Harcourt-road, Brockley.
Lipscomb, Edgar Richard Senhouse, Southwark-park-road.
Lysaght, William Conner, Frederick-place, Clifton, Bristol.
Mathew, Charles Pynsent, Milman-street.
Mathews, Frank Edward, Lansdowne-terrace, Richmond, Surrey.
Maynard, Frederick Pinsent, Barnes.
Meeson, Alfred, High-park-street, Liverpool.
Morris, Herbert Mackinlay, Henrietta-street, Covent-garden.
Norris, Edwin John, Barndale-road.
Nutting, Philip Henry, Lady Margaret-road.
Page, Harry Marmaduke, Westbourne-park.
Phillips, Lawrence W. Kinglake, Hove Dispensary, Brighton.
Pietersen, James, Lambeth-palace-road.
Pinhorn, Richard, Warwick-gardens.
Plowman, Sidney, St. Thomas’s Hospital.
Rhys, Watkin Llewellyn, Crofton-road.
Itoberts, Henry, Colebrook-row.
Smith, Frederick John, Bishopsgate Without.
Southern, Francis Gerald, Ludlow.


